
I have been a flight attendant with American Airlines for 17 years  
and would like to express my strong desire to not allow cell phone 
and other wireless devices to be used on board our airplanes.  Our  
job as safety professionals is hard enough when passengers are paying 
attention to us, much less when they are busy with computers, DVD  
players, ipods, MP3's,etc.  Attempting to simply ask a passenger to 
fasten their seatbelt is daunting when their attention is so devoted 
to their work or play.  I cannot imagine how hard it would be to get 
passengers to fasten a seat belt while they are having conversations 
on their cell phones.  Turbulence and passenger safety is only one  
portion of my concern with cell phone usage...how about improvised 
explosive devices that are triggered by a cell phone or a wireless 
signal?  That is how the Madrid train bombs exploded.  How easy  
would it be to blow up a plane?  We are living in a very different 
world today.  Let's not give the terrorists more ammunition than 
they already have.  Thank you for listening to my concerns. 
Sincerely, 
Karen A. Cardwell 


